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JEROME HENRY MUDGE, 1919 - 2008 
 

Jerome “Jerry” Mudge of Lynnwood, WA passed away March 16, 2008 in 
Everett, WA.  He was born on the family farm in Richfield, Minnesota to 
Ceylon Jerome and Beatrice Morlidge Mudge.  Jerry was raised there with his 
two brothers and sister.  While in high school, the family moved to Edmonds, 
WA for a year. He learned a skill in shop class that he used on the family’s 
return to Richfield; he started a saw sharpening shop with his brothers.  The 
earnings from the business assisted the family during the 1930’s when 
employment was difficult to find.  After graduation, he attended art and then 
technical school. An invitation to travel took him to Los Angeles, California 
where he found work in the carpentry field that became his lifelong occupation.  
  

With the onset of World War II and a strong chance of being drafted, he joined 
the Army, serving in the Corp of Engineers and later, the Army Air Corp.  It 
was after his aviation training at Victorville, CA, that he met his wife of 64 
years, Vera Warren of Covina, CA.  They were married May 5, 1943 in 

Glasgow, Montana where he was stationed.  Jerry served in the European theater as a B-17 pilot, completing 25 
missions.  After his return home, he flew transport missions to and in the Asian Theater, Africa and South America.  
Jerry completed his military service in the U.S. Air Force Reserve with the rank of Major.  After the war, he and Vera 
moved to California and later to Detroit where Jerry honed his carpentry skills and Vera finished her college degree.   
They returned to Covina before Jerry and his best friend, Russ Hollister, ventured north to Anacortes, WA.  The 
families followed in a few months to find that Jerry and Russ were in the process of building a boat in the living room.  
Jerry enjoyed boating the San Juans and taking visitors salmon fishing.  Jerry worked as a carpenter and millwright in the 
Anacortes area until 1965 when the family moved to Edmonds where he resided until moving to Lynnwood 5 years 
ago.  
 

Jerry loved to camp, particularly along the Washington coast at Kalaloch.  Every fall, he looked forward to the World 
Series; a portable radio was with him until a winner was declared.  He was very involved in his children’s activities- 
serving on the camping committee for Camp Fire Girls and attending as many of their school events as he could.  He 
was a lifelong learner and took classes at Skagit Valley College while his daughter was a student there.  His love of art 
stayed with him all his life. He enjoyed painting in oil and watercolor. Later, he took up photography with Russ. A dark 
room was one of the first renovations made to their home in Edmonds. Jerry was a member of the Edmonds United 
Methodist Church, Fidalgo Lodge #77, Anacortes and Edmonds Lodge #165 F. & A.M.  
 

He is survived by his wife Vera, daughters Nancy Coggon (Grant) of Anacortes, Laurie Nelson (Royce) of Idaho,  Amy 
Miller (Daryl) of Tumwater, and Elizabeth Jaquith of Edmonds; grandchildren Katie, Rachel, Jonathan, Sarah, Lily, and 
Corinne; brother John Mudge of California; sister Alice Esse of Minnesota; many loving nieces and nephews; life-long 
friends Naomi Hollister, Kay Winans and their families. He was preceded in death by his parents, grandson Thomas 
Miller, brother C. Arthur Mudge and best friends M. Russell Hollister and Marvin Winans 
 

The family asks that to honor Jerry, donations be made to the Edmonds UMC Food Bank or a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 



When I Am Gone 
 
To those I have loved and to those who loved me: 
When I am gone, release me; let me go. 
I have so many things to see and do, 
You must not tie yourself to me with tears. 
Be happy that we had so many years. 
I gave you my love and you can only guess 
How much you gave to me in happiness. 
I thank you for the love you each have shown, 
But now it’s time I travel on alone. 
So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must, 
Then let your grief be comforted by trust. 
It’s only for a while that we must part, 
So bless the memories within your heart. 
I won’t be far away, for life goes on- 
So if you need me call and I will come. 
Though you can’t see  or touch me I’ll be near; 
And if you listen within your heart you’ll hear 
All my love around you soft and clear. 
And then when you must come this way alone, 
I’ll greet you with a smile and welcome you home. 

—Author Unknown 

Celebration of the Life and Resurrection of 

Jerome H. Mudge 
Prelude 

Laura Martin, pianist. 

Welcome & Invocation 
Rev. Dr. Kathlyn James 

Opening Hymn 
#144 This Is My Father’s World 

Scripture: John 14:1-4 
Rev. Serena Sullivan 

Reflection 
Rev. Marta Schellberg 

Special Music 
Eileen Carr, soloist.  Laura Martin, accompanist. 

Remembering Jerry 
Rev. David Aasen 
Rev. Marta Schellberg 
Family & Friends 

Closing Hymn 
#707  Hymn of Promis 

Closing Prayer & Benediction 
 

Postlude 
Laura Martin, pianist. 

The family invites you to join them in the Wesley Room for a reception,  
immediately following the service. 


